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The William W. Cook Lectures 
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NINETEENTH SERIES 
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Auditorium 4, 
Daniel J. Boorstio 
April 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 1972 
4:15 p.m. 
Modern Languages Building 
Ann Arbor, 
Michigan 
The William W. Cook Lectures on 
American Institutions 
WILLIAM WILSON COOK, recipient of the A.B. and LL.B. degrees 
from the University of Michigan, and until his death in 1930 a dis-
tinguished member of the New York Bar, was exceedingly generous to 
his Alma Mater. Among his benefactions were the gifts of funds for the 
William W. Cook Law Quadrangle and for the Martha Cook Building-
a residence hall for women. Mr. Cook had many interests outside the 
practice of his profession, but none was stronger than his concern for 
the preservation and strengthening of American institutions. This 
devotion is made clear in his two-volume work entitled American Insti-
tutions and Their Preservation. Motivated by the desire that his Uni-
versity should contribute through scholarship and teaching to the 
dissemination of sound and useful precepts on these subjects, Mr. Cook 
established the William W. Cook Foundation for lectures on American 
Institutions, endowed to achieve the ends he had in view. 
DANIEL J. BOORSTIN is one of America's foremost political and 
social historians, as well as a barrister-at-law of the Inner Temple, 
London, and a member of the Massachusetts bar. Born in Atlanta and 
raised in Oklahoma, he received an A.B. from Harvard in 1931:, a B.A. 
from Oxford as a Rhodes scholar in 1936, and a J.S.D. from Yale in 
1940. In a career that has ranged widely in both scope and locale, Dr. 
Boorstin has served as a government attorney in Washington and has 
taught history at Swarthmore, the University of Chicago, the University 
of Rome, Kyoto University, the University of Puerto Rico, the Sorbonne, 
and Cambridge University. After a decade and a half as Professor of 
American History at Chicago, he assumed in 1969 his present post as 
Director of the National Museum of History and Technology of the 
Smithsonian Institution in Washington. 
Dr. Boorstin has been a prolific and much-honored author. He is now 
completing a monumental three-volume reinterpretation of this coun-
try's history and institutions, The Americans. The first volume in the 
series, The Colonial Experience, won the Bancroft Prize in 1959, and 
the second volume, The National Experience, won the Francis Park-
man Prize in 1966. Dr. Boorstin is editor of the Chicago History of 
American Civilization and An American Primer. His other books in-
clude The Landmark History of the American People, The Image: a 
Guide to Pseudo-Events in America, America and the Image of Europe, 
The Genius of American Politics, The Lost World of Thomas Jefferson, 
and The Mysterious Science of the Law. 
FRONTIERS OF IGNORANCE 
LECTURE I 
MONDAY, APRIL 3, 1972 
The Idea of Negative Discovery 
LECTURE II 
TUESDAY, APRIL 4, 1972 
Illusions of Historical Knowledge 
LECTURE III 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5, 1972 
Prisons of History 
LECTURE IV 
THURSDAY, APRIL 6, 1972 
Temptations of the Well-Informed 
LECTURE V 
FRIDAY, APRIL 7, 1972 
The Omnipresent Present 
PREVIOUS WILLIAM W. COOK LECTURES 
1944-1945 
FREEDOM AND RESPONSIBILITY IN THE AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE 
Professor Carl Lotus Becker, Cornell University 
1945-1946 
TOT AL WAR AND THE CONSTITUTION 
Professor Edward Samuel Corwin, Princeton University 
1946-1947 
ALTERNATIVE TO SERFDOM 
Professor John Maurice Clark, Columbia University 
1947-1948 
MEN AND MEASURES IN THE LAW 
Justice Arthur T. Vanderbilt, Supreme Court of New Jersey 
1948-1949 
CHARACTERISTICALLY AMERICAN 
Professor Ralph Barton Perry, Harvard University 
1950-1951 
DEMOCRACY AND THE ECONOMIC CHALLENGE 
Robert Morrison Maciver, Columbia University 
1952-1953 
THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS 
Professor Howard Mumford Jones, Harvard University 
1954-1955 
THE POLITICS OF INDUSTRY 
Walton Hamilton, of Washington, D.C., Bar, formerly Professor of Law, Yale University 
1957-1958 
PLANNING FOR FREEDOM: THE GOVERNMENT OF THE AMERICAN ECONOMY 
Eugene V. Rostow, Dean of Yale University School of Law 
1960-1961 
THE METROPOLITAN PROBLEM AND AMERICAN GOVERNMENT IDEAS 
Luther Gulick, President, Institute of Public Administration, New York 
1961-1962 
THE SUPREME COURT: PALLADIUM OF FREEDOM 
Alpheus Thomas Mason, McCormick Professor of Jurisprudence, Princton University 
1962-1963 
THE AMERICAN ECONOMIC REPUBLIC 
Adoll A. Berle, Professor of Law, Columbia University 
1963-1964 
THE UNIVERSITY AND MEDICINE 
Dr. Lester J. Evans 
1964-1965 
TWO AGRICULTURES AND ECONOMIC GROWTH 
Theodore W. Schultz, Professor of Economics, University of Chicago 
1965-1966 
ASCENDANCY OF AMERICAN LIBERALISM 
Leslie W. Dunbar, Executive Director of tbe Field Foundation, 
formerly Executive Director of tbe Southern Regional Council 
1966-1967 
STRATEGIES OF AMERICAN WATER MANAGEMENT 
Gilbert F. White, Professor of Geography, University of Chicago 
1967-1968 
THE GOVERNANCE OF THE SCHOOLS 
Francis Keppel, Chairman of the Board and President, General Learning Corporation; 
formerly United States Commissioner of Education 
1969-1970 
POLITICS OF CHANGE 
W. Willard Wirtz, of tbe Washington, D.C., Bar, formerly United States Secretary of Labor 
COMMITTEE IN CHARGE OF 
THE WILLIAM W. COOK LECTURES ON AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS 
Professor Angus Campbell Dean Frank H. T. Rhodes 
Dean William J. Pierce Dean Theodore J. St. Antoine, Chairman 
Professor Alfred F. Conard 
